





vi INTRODUCTION

el Khadim? (cz. 1850 8c) in the Sinai and Wadi el-H6P (ca. 1800) yielded inscriptions
whose characters were modified so as to result in a practicable alphabet. No one has
done more to recognize this fact and to present its scholarly defense than Douglas
Petrovich.

Ras Shamra (Ugarit, ca. 1350 BC) on the northern Mediterranean coast of modern
Syria is another example of an alphabetic script and discrete Semitic dialect, but thisis a
late-comer compared to those just listed. The adaptability of the “shorthand” of alpha-
bets soon became evident to civilizations near and far, and by 1100 had become utilized
and exported by the Phoenicians to Greece and Crete and over time to Italy and Rome,
in which places the great Greek and Latin classics came to be composed.

The breakthrough as to the question of the origins of the alphabet represented in this
volume is the fruit of the author’s intensive and extensive research and fastidious atten-
tion to detail. His acclaimed expertise in epigraphy, palacography, lexicography, and
comparative linguistics and literature has led him to the conviction that of all options
one can currently advance as to the ultimate origins of the alphabet, the identification of
proto-Hebrew is the very best candidate. Careful perusal of this volume will almost cer-
tainly persuade the reader of the validity of Petrovich’s methods and conclusions. One
can anticipate the objection that Hebrew works best for the author because of his ideo-
logical and/ or theological predilections regarding the Bible and all things religious, but
such an objection is undermined by the disciplined way in which, by process of elimi-
nation, he discredits other contenders, on the one hand, and, on the other hand, builds
a solid case for Hebrew as the only alternative by virtue of all the criteria necessary to
its certification as the pioneer, as it were, in the long and convoluted train of Semitic
cognate and non-Semitic heirs to the alphabetic tradition.
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2 The mines are c4. 50 km NW of Mount Sinai. See W. F. Albright, “The Early Alphabetic Inscriptions from
Sinai and Their Decipherment,” BASOR 110 (1948): 6-22; 1. |. Gelb, A Study of Writing. Rev. ed. Chicago:
University of Chicago Press, 1962, pp. 122-128; Joseph Naveh, Originsof the Alphabets. Jerusalem: Jerusalem
Publishing House, 1994, pp. 14-17. James K. Hoffmeier, Ancient Isracl in Singi: The Evidence for the Authentic-
ity of the Wilderness Tradition. New York: Oxford University Press, 2011,

3 This site is ca. 40 km N'W of Luxor /Karnak, 55 km SE of Abydos, and 15 km west of the Nile River. See John
C. Darnell, F. W. Dobbs-Allsopp, Marilyn |. Lundberg, I’. Kyle McCarter, Bruce Zuckerman, and Colleen
Manassa, “Two Early Alphabetic Inscriptions from the Wadi el-Hsl: New Evidence for the Origin of the
Alphabet from the Western Desert of Egypt,” AASOR 59 {(2005): 90.
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